When should parapneumonic pleural effusions be drained in children?
Pneumonia is an important health problem in children, and parapneumonic pleural effusion (PPE) is a frequent complication. There is no standard strategy for treating PPE, reflected in the few international guidelines that have been published on the issue. Compared to adults, there is no consensus on the utility of pleural fluid analysis in paediatric PPE. This is because of the lack of good evidence either in favour or against it and the risks of procedural sedation for acquiring pleural fluid for analysis to guide management. In this paper we provide a succinct review of the different approaches to the management of PPE, including diagnosis, pleural fluid analysis (Light's criteria) and treatment, both medical and surgical.